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Pray that Acts 1:8 will be true of
 the EFCC
?Pray that we will know the Holy Spirit's 

power in our lives and ministries
?Pray that our work will not come just out of 

our own strength and efforts
?Pray that the ministry of the EFCC will be 

supernatural and God-honoring
?Pray that our witness will be in both word and deed
?Pay that our witness will be characterized by both grace 

and truth
?Pray that our witness will be both clear and humble
?Pray that the EFCC will be unified in mission
?Pray that the Gospel will be at the core of all that we do
?Pray this for local churches, the districts, the national and the 

global ministries of the EFCC

1 ACTS
PRAYING

What do you think of when you hear about the Evangelical Free Church of Canada? Maybe it's your local church, or 
perhaps your district collection of churches, or the national or global outreach of the EFCC. All four of these make up the 
EFCC; they are not just four separate parallel organizations occasionally joining together as the EFCC - they are four 
manifestations of the whole.

8:

Thank you for being willing to join us in this week of prayer for the EFCC. We are suggesting that you use Acts 1:8 as 
the central theme for your praying. We hope that it will not be just you alone praying but that you will be able to join 
together with others, joining hearts asking for God's blessing on the EFCC.

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the ends of the earth.” (NIV, 2011)

Instead of moving from Jerusalem through Judea and Samaria to the ends of the earth, we will 
be journeying from the local church through the district to the national and to the ends of the 
earth. Instead of waiting for the Holy Spirit, we will be submitting to him. We will be asking that 
the EFCC will truly be witnesses of Jesus Christ.

Submitted by Dave Acree, EFCC Prayer and Spiritual Life Catalyst
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HOLY IN THE
EFCC

PRAYING FOR THE

SPIRIT
Way too often the Holy Spirit has been marginalized as the forgotten third cousin of the 

Trinity. The EFCC is not known to be “charismatic” and in many ways we live up to that 
characterization. Perhaps it's the mystery attached to the Holy Spirit that causes this or 

the excesses we have seen in some groups, but neglecting the Spirit hurts us and the 
Gospel. Maybe too, we are a wee bit afraid of what might happen if we opened our 

lives to the Spirit's control.

This ought not to be, my brothers and sisters!

Of course, in Acts 1, they were waiting for the Spirit to come upon 
them in a way that had not happened before. Jesus told them to wait 
and they did, and Pentecost happened. We no longer have to wait. 
The Spirit indwells us, doing some things unilaterally, but waiting 

for us to surrender to him and the fullness of his work.

 Maybe it's time for us to stop making him wait. 

Submitted by Dave Acree, EFCC Prayer and Spiritual Life 
Catalyst

Pray for the Holy Spirit in the EFCC

?Pray that each day we will intentionally seek to be under the Spirit's control, 
“Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with 

the Spirit.” (Ephesians 5:18, NIV, 2011)
?Pray that we will know the power of the Holy Spirit enabling us to be 

powerful witnesses of Jesus Christ.
?Pray that we will be bold, “After they prayed, the place where they were 

meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the 
word of God boldly.” (Acts 4:31, NIV, 2011)

?Pray that the Holy Spirit will cause his fruit to ripen across the EFCC: love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control.
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WITNESSES
PRAY WE WILL BE

OF JESUS CHRIST

Witness.

The church is supposed to be a witness, but a witness to what? It may 
be an obvious question with an obvious answer, but if it was, maybe the 
church would be having a greater impact on our culture. 

One of the first “witnesses” was John the Baptist. His calling and ministry was 
literally to be a witness to something very specific. “There came a man who was sent 
from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so 
that through him all men might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a 
witness to the light.” (John 1:6-8)

 John's main purpose was to be a witness to the light. The light, of course, is Jesus. John was not the 
light, meaning the attention was never to be on him, rather, on the one he was to be a witness to. We 
sometimes forget or confuse that. We need to testify, exemplify, and glorify the light. John would later 
summarize his mission of witness as, “He must increase, but I must decrease.” (John 3:30) We should take that 
to heart and to task. 

None of us are John, but our calling is similar. We just have to remember what we are a witness to. Whether it be 
pastoring, serving, or church planting the focus is the same - we are to be witnesses to the light. Nothing more and nothing 
less. We need to recapture the simplicity and priority of the call to be witnesses to the light. 

See yourself as a witness: “There came a man/woman/pastor/church planter/church who was sent from God; his/her/its 
name was __________. He/she/it came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men 

might believe. He/she/it was not the light; he/she/it came only as a witness to the light.” This is what we 
should pray for others and ourselves in the Church. 

?Pray we understand and embrace what it means to be 
a witness. 

?Pray that it be less about what we are doing, and 
increasingly about Jesus. 

?Pray that our conviction be to witness to the light 
above all else. 

?Pray that with every new church plant, the witness to 
the light would increase, while the attention on the 
witnesses would decrease. 
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EFCC

PRAYING 

LOCALLY
Submitted by Dan Nicholson, 
EFCC Leadership Catalyst 

FOR THE

S.D. Gordon, in his book Quiet Talks on Prayer, writes about the 
common factors between electricity and prayer. In the generating 

station is found a switchboard with a number of switches… you can flip 
a switch and in that act you can send electricity along the power lines and 

light up a section of a city. Prayer is just the same. By our prayers, lights are 
turned on in each community where we live. God's power and ability follows 

prayer.

IYAD WYAD, YAG WYAG means… If you always do what you always did, you'll always get 
what you always got! Are we satisfied with the impact of God on our communities? 

?Pray for a God-breathed dream that will captivate each local church with what God is doing and will do 
in their community.

?Pray for the workplaces and schools where the EFree people work and serve. Pray that the light of the Gospel 
would invade and liberate.

?Pray for the marriages and families within our churches. May we be beacons of health, love and stability.
?Pray that each church member would discover, embrace and thrive in the area of their unique giftedness, joyfully 

finding a place of service.
?Pray for the pastors and leaders of our churches. Pray that a spirit of encouragement, discernment and insight 

would characterize them.
?Pray for those who lead our children and youth. Pray that they might grasp the potential of each child and have clear 

insight to lead each one.
?Pray that our individual churches would experience a need and desire to work together with other churches 

seeing an evident expansion of our trust and unity.
?Pray that our individual churches would experience growing trust between leaders and people.
?Pray that each of our churches would experience the reality of the statement…God's work, done in God's 

way, will never lack for God's supply. Amaze us with new resources!
?Invade our worship services, transforming our lives!
?Pray that wisdom would be a sought after thing. 
?Pray that those in senior years would find honor among us.
?Pray that we would increasingly become the “people of Issachar” who understood the times 

and knew what the people of God should do. I Chronicles 12:32
?Pray that each local church would have a broader vision than just for their own 

community.
?Pray that the Word of God would be powerfully taught among us and that our 

churches would be examples of obedience to that Word.
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EFCC

PRAYING 

DISTRICTS

FOR THE

Submitted by Martin Perren, District Superintendent, 
Canadian Pacific District

"Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of 
my concern for all the churches. Who is weak, and I 
do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not 

inwardly burn? 2 Corinthians 11:28, 29 NIV

Chances are you have a few maps at the back of your Bible. If you 
do, go there for a moment and look at the missionary journeys of 
the apostle Paul. Follow the little blue or red arrows as they 
travel past familiar communities, Ephesus, Philippi, Thessalonica. 
Fledgling churches everyone, facing great opposition and yet 
they grew. Even a casual read of Paul's letters surfaces the reality 
of his constant prayer for those churches. You cannot help but 
see the connection between the passionate cry of the apostle 
and the advancement of these congregations.

Our churches need this kind of prayer today. The 
enemy is real and the challenges are complex.

?Pray for the pastors, that God would give them great love for their congregations.
?Pray for the pastors, that they would preach the  Word with conviction.
?Pray that each congregation would have a renewed desire to bring the gospel to their community. This is why the 

Free Church grew in its early years.
?Pray that the significance of the great commission and great commandment would be in the hearts and minds of the 

leaders in our churches. Maintaining buildings and programs, dealing with staffing issues can often consume the 
creative energy of our leaders.

?Pray for the unity of believers in local churches. While churches are autonomous, believers are not. We have an 
obligation to love, serve and to work together.

?Pray that each church would have a vision of reproduction. That every congregation would have a strategy to plant 
or to partner with another church in establishing a new work.

?Pray that we would know what it means to really care for the lost. That obligatory concern would be replaced with a 
consuming focus.

?Pray that the district boards would be successful as they promote synergy and unity among their member churches.

Thank you for being involved in this week of prayer. Think about Paul's encouraging words to the Ephesians when he 
reminded them of the one "who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine" [Ephesians 3:20]. Think of 
the possibilities!
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I was struck by several things in Matthew 35-38. First, the local church is one key way that Jesus visits every town, village and 
city in our country today! And what did He do as He visited? He taught.  And He healed. In John 20:21-23, Jesus commanded 
His disciples, "As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you." He then breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 
If you forgive anyone's sins, their sins are forgiven. If you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven." As Jesus was sent, so we 
too are sent. Please pray:

EFCC

PRAYING 

NATIONALLY

FOR THE
Jesus was going through all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and 

proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind 
of sickness. Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, because they were 

distressed and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. “Therefore beseech the Lord of the 

harvest to send out workers into His harvest.”
Matthew 9:35-38 NASB

?That our EFC churches will be a loving, faithful presence in our country, sharing 
Good News of the Kingdom and ministering forgiveness of sins.

?That we will learn how to share the gospel with clarity in a culture that is changing 
quickly and that we will minister healing in the power of Jesus and the Holy Spirit.

Secondly, when Jesus saw the crowds He had compassion on them. Why? Because they were confused and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd. It is all too easy for me to view people as problems, as evil and, worst of all, as the enemy. Jesus 
had that Old Testament sense of "lovingkindness" when He saw people. He sees us as we really are: weak, vulnerable, 
victims of the enemy. Please pray:

?

?

That we will see our neighbours - even just notice them! And then that we will see 
them as Jesus sees them - as victims of the enemy who need to be introduced to 
the Lord. 
That we will become an evangelistic, disciple-making movement once again - 
where every disciple introduces their neighbour to Jesus - and makes disciples 
who make disciples.

Thirdly, Jesus' call to His disciples. In light of a great harvest, and in light of the fact that God is Lord of the harvest, we need to 
pray. Jesus clearly instructs us to pray to our Lord asking Him to send more workers. "Our ministries" are not ours - they 
belong to the Lord of the harvest. And we need to ask Him to by His Spirit raise up workers. In the EFCC, we are asking the 
Lord of the harvest to help identify, mentor/coach, train, apprentice and network workers. Please pray:

?That God would raise up workers in our EFC churches. That He would use our 
LeadBeyond campaign and guide Dan Nicholson and Karmen Stel as they seek to 
grow a pool of workers for our movement and the Lord's harvest field.

?That God would raise up a new National Mission Director/Catalyst for the EFCC 
to build on the church planting efforts that Charlie Worley has resourced so well.

?Pray that God would bring many workers to our E4H (Church Planting Training) 
event in May at TWU, so that a new group of planters will be moved to reach out 
with the gospel and plant churches in our country.

Submitted by Bill Taylor, EFCC Executive Director
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But the harvest will not take place without opposition. The enemy is constantly trying to thwart 
the plans and purposes of the harvesters. Jesus goes on and warns that he is sending us out as 
lambs among wolves. The strategy for winning in the spiritual battles we face again in prayer.

If our vision to reach countless souls with the Good News of the Gospel will become a reality, we must be 
people of prayer.

?Pray daily that the Lord of the harvest will send workers into the fields. Consider setting 
your alarm for 10:02 and making that a time to pray that prayer.

?Pick 2 or 3 of our EFCCM missionaries and get to know them. Commit to reading their 
prayer letters and praying for them daily. They are on the front lines of the battle and 
need us to stand with them.

?Ask the Lord to put a few people from your world on your heart who don't yet have a 
relationship with God through faith, and begin to pray for them regularly. Ask God for 
opportunities to share with them.

?Start each day by praying that God will give you eyes to see and ears to hear the 
opportunities that He puts before you that day to share His love in word and action.

The vision of the EFCC/M is that by the grace of God we will see 
a day when through our witness and our ministries, countless 
people will be won to Christ. That is a vison that is confirmed by our 
Lord Jesus. Lost people matter to Him. They need to matter to us. He 
tells us in Luke 10:2 that there is a great harvest to be brought in, but there is 
a need for more workers to get out into the fields to bring it in. The strategy is 
not to do a better job of recruiting, but to put more energy into praying. When we 
pray, we pray to the Lord, who is “in charge of the harvest.” And the request is that he 
would “send more workers into his harvest.”

EFCC

PRAYING 

GLOBALLY

FOR THE

Submitted by Dave Penner, EFCCM Director

CONTACT INFO
Box 850 Langley Stn. LCD1 604.513.2183
Langley BC 1.877.305.3322
V3A 8S6  www.efcc.ca

 info@efcc.ca
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